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Instructions
Investigators using radionuclides in experimental animals must comply with the policies and requirements established by the Animal Care and Use Committee (ACUC) in conjunction with the Center for Comparative Medicine (CCM), and with the policies and requirements of the Radiation Safety Committee in conjunction with Research Safety.

Radioactive materials administered to experimental animals are potential sources of personnel exposure and contamination of facilities. The information you provide on this form will help guide CCM and Research Safety in determining and implementing those measures necessary to minimize the risks, protect personnel and the facilities, and comply with regulatory requirements.

Questions about radioactive materials authorization, radiation safety, and radioactive waste disposal should be directed to Research Safety at 3-8300. Questions about the animals, facilities, and CCM requirements should be directed to CCM at 8-8257.

Who must complete this form?   Each investigator who administers radioactive materials to animals in CCM facilities, or houses animals containing radioactive materials in CCM facilities. 

When must the form be submitted?  Not later than two weeks prior to administration of radioactive materials to animals.

Where should it be sent?  Send the form to: Radiation Safety Officer, Research Safety Office, B-106 Ward Building, mail code W223, Chicago campus.

References:
Research Safety Web address: https://researchsafety.northwestern.edu/
Radiation Safety Handbook: https://researchsafety.northwestern.edu/radiation-safety-handbook/
CCM Web address: https://ccm.northwestern.edu/
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Complete this form and return it to: Radiation Safety Officer, Research Safety Office, B-106 Ward Building, mail code W223, Chicago campus no later than two weeks prior to administration.

Section 1

Investigator name_____________________________  Date_______________  Phone_______________

Department________________________________________  Campus_______________________

ACUC Form 101 Proposal #______________  Date Approved________________ 

List individuals authorized to use radioactive materials under this protocol:

_______________________________________

____________________________________

_______________________________________

____________________________________ 

Date radioactive materials will be administered _____________ 

Species________________________  Average Weight, or Range ______________________ 

Number of animals to which radioactive material will be administered ___________

Radionuclide__________   Chemical form________________________________

Total microcuries administered per animal/microcuries per gram body weight (cross out one) __________

Laboratory where radioactive material will be administered (bldg, room #): _______________________

Briefly describe the radionuclide administration protocol:

Are animals to be sacrificed the same day of the experiment?   YES    NO   (circle one)

If NO, you must answer the questions in Section 2 on the next page. If YES, stop here and return the 

form to Research Safety.

For Research Safety Use:

Date Received______________ Reviewed by______________ Date Forwarded to CCM______________
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Section 2
You must complete this section if animals are not sacrificed on the same day as the radionuclide is administered. Attach additional sheets as necessary.
1. Are the animals to be maintained in the investigator’s laboratory?   YES    NO

2. Are the animals to be kept in or returned to CCM for maintenance?  
YES    NO

3. How long will the animals be housed in CCM facilities? __________________  

4. Describe animal housing (location, type of cage, etc.; must be approved by CCM/Research Safety).

5. Identify the route of excretion of the radionuclide from the animal (e.g., urine, feces, lungs). 

      ______________________________________________________________________________

6. What is the rate of excretion of the radionuclide from the excretory compartments? ______________________________________________________________________________

7. Animals will be maintained by CCM personnel ____ yes ____ no. If  yes, identify the extent of caretaker handling of the animals and special precautions for animal caretakers. Radiation safety precautions will be similar to those required in your laboratory when using radioactive materials. Address each of the following items. Use additional sheets as needed.

a.  Personal protective clothing and equipment such as gloves, eye protection, etc.

b.  Dosimeters.

c.  Special handling precautions for cages, bedding, or excreta.

d.  Shielding.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Describe the protocol for collecting waste.  Contaminated bedding shall be collected and identified as a biological waste. Standard Research Safety radwaste containers shall be used. Each investigator shall use a waste container dedicated to the approved project. Investigators shall complete the radioactive waste card for each container and coordinate container delivery and pickup with Research Safety. Bedding shall not be combined with any other radioactive or nonradioactive waste. Contact Research Safety for instructions on disposal of large-animal excreta.

The above protocol shall be followed.  YES   NO    If NO, describe protocol:

9. Describe procedure for disposal of carcasses and tissues. Disposal of carcasses by incineration is prohibited unless approved in advance by Research Safety. Contact Research Safety for instructions prior to administration.

10. Signs and Labels. The investigator is responsible for labeling each cage with a label bearing the radiation symbol, radionuclide name, activity administered per animal, and date of administration.

11. Closing Survey. The investigator is responsible for notifying Research Safety when CCM housing is concluded and arrange for a closing survey.
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